OUTREACH TO COUNTIES REGARDING FUNDING FOR HAZARD

MITIGATION PROJECTS

Sponsored by the South Jersey Economic Development District
August 2026

The SJEDD was recently informed about a funding possibility through the New Jersey Office of
Emergency Management for high priority flooding or other hazard mitigation projects. At this
point, the funding would be provided for the drafting of an application and a Benefit Cost Analysis
(BCA) for a given project, but it would not involve the submission of a formal application or include
funding for project implementation. What it will do is put the county or municipality in a position
to submit almost immediately a fully prepared and vetted application to one of two grant
programs that project to open — probably in the 2027 fiscal year.

The first of these programs is the BRIC Program. This program is managed by FEMA, and provides
federal funding for the construction and implementation of hazard mitigation projects. Known as
the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC), it aims to support states, U.S.
territories, federally recognized tribal governments, and local governments in reducing disaster
risks and enhancing community resilience. By having an application and BCA drafted, this will
provide a considerable advantage for the funding applicant.

The second program is the Federal Emergency Management Agency'’s Flood Mitigation Assistance
program which provides federal funding for projects intended to reduce or eliminate long-term
flood damage. Unlike disaster-response programs that provide assistance after a specific
emergency is declared, Flood Mitigation Assistance focuses on preventative measures, particularly
for buildings that are insured through the National Flood Insurance Program and have
experienced repeated flood losses.

This checklist is being provided to you to determine whether you have any prospective projects
in your county that have been sufficiently scoped and for which there is adequate information
available to warrant the development of a draft application and Benefit Cost Analysis. This work
will be performed at no cost to your county, aside from some modest technical assistance support
from the SJEDD, (see the checklist that follows.) Typically, a full application of this nature can
easily cost up to $40,000 but is being offered at no cost through a consultant contract acquired
through NJ OEM with a national firm with a wealth of expertise in hazard mitigation. The checklist
that follows will enable the SJEDD to work with the consultant to determine the feasibility and
competitiveness of the project identified. If you have a project that you want to advance, please
complete the following pages and return them to the SJEDD.




Please respond to the following questions.

1.

4.

5.

Provide the project with a name and location.

Project Name:

Project Location (address and municipality):

Briefly describe the proposed project and that nature of the hazard which warrants it. If for
example, the problem is identified as repetitive flooding in a downtown shopping area, please
note the street that is flooded and the cause of the flooding (e.g. no pump station, inadequate
outfall or drainage system, etc.)

Is this a maintenance project? Yes [ ] No [ ] Note: Maintenance projects will not be
considered for funding.

Is this a project for which any of the following have been prepared?

[]
[]

O o O o

Recent Preliminary engineering for the proposed project (List Date: )
Recent Cost Estimate for the proposed project (List Date: )
Inventory of Previous Damages from storms or other reoccurring disasters and
estimates for the value in dollars for that damage. List the date for any value
assessment (List Date: )

A previously submitted grant application to fund the project.

Letters or resolutions of support for the project.

An environmental or other assessment of the project’'s merits.

Is there other information available that can help assess the merits of the project? If
so, please identify it briefly and attach a summary to this questionnaire.

If your project is chosen as one of those for which a draft funding application and BCA will be
prepared, who would be the applicant for the project?

Name of applicant (county or municipality):




6. Are you confident that the applicant will have the resources to commit matching funds for the
project? For example, if the project is ultimately funded through the BRIC Program, the match
requirement is 25% of the total project cost. If a disaster declaration is declared, and the
project is funded through the HMGP, the match is 10%.

[] Yes

[] No

If yes, please document matching funds resources.

Please complete the questionnaire and return it with your responses to Carey Italiano, Executive
Director, South Jersey Economic Development District, 2745 South Delsea Drive, Vineland, NJ.
08360 or email it to carey@sjedd.com by August 28, 2026

If you have questions, you may contact me by email or by phone: 856.649.8028.

Thank you for your interest. It is a pleasure to serve you as the SJEDD.

Sincerely,

Carey ltaliano
Executive Director
SJEDD
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