Atlantic County —p. 13

With 30,674 acres of farmland over 483 farms, Atlantic County’s agriculture industry is the second-
highest value in New Jersey at $149.9 million annually, with over $126 million attributed to high-value
specialty horticultural crops including berries, fresh vegetables, herbs, and ornamental plants. The
County’s sandy coastal plane soils and moderating ocean influence enable farmers to grow more than
100 types of vegetables (ranking 4" in New Jersey) and fresh herbs (ranking 1 in the state),* sustaining
5,166 acres of preserved farmland, 18.4% of the total farmland. Atlantic County is particularly known as
the blueberry capital of New Jersey, with Hammonton serving as the epicenter of blueberry production.

Cape May County — p. 16

Cape May County agriculture features a diverse mix of crops adapted to its coastal environment, in its
7,821 acres of farmland over 171 farms. While cranberries have been a historically significant staple
grown in the County’s natural bogs, farms in the County produce blueberries, vegetables, and nursery
products, with several small-scale farms operated by younger first-time farmers emerging in recent
years. The County’s agriculture has evolved from initially serving oceanside resort demands maintaining
a varied production base that includes fruit, vegetables, and some dairy operations over 3,141 acres of
preserved farmland.?

Cumberland County — p. 20

Cumberland County dominates New Jersey agriculture as the state’s #1 producer in vegetables, melons,
and potatoes, accounting for nearly 20% of the entire state’s agricultural market value.® The County
contains 68,491 acres of farmland over 539 farms, producing beef, dairy, poultry, and crops, generating
more than $300 million annually.* Leading fresh market vegetables include summer squash, scallions,
cucumbers, radishes, spinach, sweet corn, and tomatoes, while Cumberland also ranks #1 statewide in
greenhouse, nursery, floriculture, and sod production. Sandy soils, level topography, optimal climate, and
ample irrigation water support the County’s concentrated vegetable production, with 22,874 acres of
preserved farmland, or slightly over a third.

Salem County — p. 24

With 97,465 acres of farmland over 779 farms, Salem County is New Jersey’s undisputed farmland
preservation leader with 43,706 preserved acres or 44.8% of the farmland in the County. Agriculture is a
critical industry in the County, where approximately 760 farms produce soybeans, dairy, corn, wheat,
and vegetables alongside orchards.®> The County’s farms grow everything from peaches to tomatoes,
with operations like Buzby Farms in Mannington Township producing cantaloupe and corn for wholesale

1 https://atlantic.njaes.rutgers.edu/ag/vegetables/
2 https://capemaymag.com/feature/the-next-generation-of-cape-may-county-farmers/

3 https://cumberlandcountynj.gov/agriculture
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https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full Report/Volume 1, Chapter 2 County Level/New J
ersey/st34 2 001 001.pdf
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markets. Salem County’s agricultural diversity and extensive preservation program make it a cornerstone
of New Jersey’s farming sector.
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