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The October 6, 2025 regular meeting of the SJEDD was called to order at 6:42 PM by Chairman Risley.  

Commissioner Risley led the Flag salute. Mrs. Italiano indicated the meeting was properly advertised as 

required in the by-laws. 

Roll call:  

Cape May County       Atlantic County 

Ron Simone       Commissioner John Risley  

        Francis Kuhn (ACWDB)  

        Max Slusher   

 

Salem County       Cumberland County 

Commissioner Edward Ramsay Commissioner Art Marchand  

Michael Chapmen Sandra Forosisky 

Melissa Thompson      Gerard Velazquez  

        Commissioner James Sauro 

        Anthony Stanzione 

 

    Christy DiLeonardo, WDB 

                                                                          

Absent: Commissioner Bobby Barr, Jay Einstein, Joe Molineaux, Sean Sepsey 

 

Staff:   Carey M. Italiano, Executive Director, John Carr, Esq, Counsel, Francine Springer, CFO. 

  

Public participant: Nancy Ridgway  

  

Approval of Regular Minutes:  July 7, 2025 Regular Meeting 

     

Motion by Mr. Kuhn, 2nd by Commissioner Ramsay to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 

 

   

Chairman’s Report:   

Chairman Risley thanked everyone for taking the time to be at the meeting. He is enjoying all the 

participation and new faces to make these meetings valuable and successful. 

 

Executive Director Report:  

Mrs. Italiano was happy to report that the SJEDD formally received and accepte4d via EDGE the long 

awaited 2025 Planning Grant. Guidelines have changed with this grant and the SJEDD is allowed to begin 

it’s drawdowns without extra reports. This grant is a 3 year grant, however in the past, a reapplication for 

Y2 and Y3 were necessary, whereas, it no longer is. One time application for the full 3 years. The 

government is currently furloughed until who knows when. I will begin the drawdowns open the 

government reopens and I submit my first round of reports due on October 30th. The last planning grant 

has been fully funded and closed out. The audit is complete with a clean report. Also on the agenda is a 

NOFO grant which was recently identified and within 2 weeks, an application was completed with the 

help of TRIAD and all 4 member counties. This grant is through the USDOT and up to 1 million dollars 
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with no match back. The US DOT representative was very excited for the submission of this application. 

Usually this type of application is done between towns/municipalities – but never on a larger county to 

county scale. CEDS was updated again and we will need another formal approval for public comment. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Authorization to pay bills: July ($4,974.77), August ($9,748.05) and September ($6,253.89) 

Motion to ratify the payment of bills made by Commissioner Ramsay 2nd by Mrs. Forosisky and approved 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made to approve entering into a new 6 month CD with Ocean First Bank to replace the 

maturing CD made by Commissioner Ramsay, 2nd by Mr. Chapmen and approved unanimously. 

 

 

Public Comment on Forthcoming Resolutions:  No comments. 

 

Resolutions:  

 

11-25 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PREPARATION OF INNOVATIVE FINANCE AND 

ASSET CONCESSION  (IFAC) GRANT APPLICATION TO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION 

Motion by Commissioner Sauro, 2nd by Mrs. DiLeonardo to approve the following resolution which 

passed unanimously. 

 

12-25 RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING ACCEPTANCE OF THE AUDIT REPORT FOR 

THE YEARS ENDING MARCH 31, 2025 

Motion by Mrs. DiLeonardo, 2nd by Mr. Chapman to approve the following resolution which passed 

unanimously. Mrs. Springer reviewed the audit with the Board and indicated that we an unmodified 

opinion was given regarding the SJEDD, and we have come a long way. 

 

13-25 AUTHORIZING EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ramsay, 2nd by Mrs. DiLeonardo to approve the following resolution which 

passed unanimously.  

 

 

Presentations:   

 Triad Associated – Updated CEDs 

Motion by Commissioner Barr, 2nd by Commissioner Sauro to approve the CEDs for a 30 

day Public Review which passed unanimously. 
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SJTPO – David Heller – Gave remarks on the Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan 

 

 

 

Old Business:  Sean Sepsey spoke about the retracting of the NJ Film Ready Industry, and hopes to 

organize another workshop soon. 

 

New Business:  County Reports – Members updated the Board on Economic Activities within their 

respective Counties. 

 

 

Executive Session: None. 

 

 

Public Comment: 

Nancy R. thanked the Board for a very informative meeting and looks forward to the next meeting. 

Reorganization Meeting: January 12, 2026 in the CCIA location unless otherwise announced. 
 

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM on motion by Commissioner Ramsay, 2nd by Mrs. 

Forosisky, unanimously approved. 

 

Art Marchand 

Secretary 

 

APPROVED: DRAFT subject to approval at next regular meeting.  

 

 


