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SALEM GOUNTY

CURRENT CONDITIONS

Salem County is very diverse. The northwestern part of the County is characterized by the heavily industrialized Delaware River
Corridor which contains large warehouses, chemical producers, and other heavy industry. Eastern Salem County is the most rural
area of New Jersey, with small villages and farms dotting the landscape. This region has the highest concentration of farmland
preservation in the state.

Salem City, the County seat, is a historic community with roots dating to the 18th century. The infamous Cowtown Rodeo, located
in Pilesgrove Township, is the oldest weekly rodeo in the United States. It has received national recognition through television
and other coverage and is one of the County’s premier tourist attractions. Cowtown accounts for a sizeable percentage of the
County’s approximately 400,000 day-trip and overnight visitors. These and other assets contribute over $560 million dollars to
Salem County’s $7.9 billion dollar economy.

This County is also home to the end of the NJ Turnpike as well as the |-295 terminus at the Delaware Memorial Bridge. These
heavily traveled highway arteries provide the County with excellent transportation access for the many industries, large
commercial enterprises, and visitors traveling to and from the region. The County also owns a substantial short line railroad.
While not the operator of the trains, ownership of the rail lines and rights-of-way enable the County to ensure the long-term
viability of rail access for the short-line operator and the companies requiring rail service.




SALEM GOUNTY

CURRENT GONDITIONS

This chart provides a breakdown of employment characteristics. As seen in this table, the County economy has large
percentages of its labor force in retail trade and services. One sector that has an unusually large percentage of employees is
the transportation sector. Almost 6% of the labor force is employed in this sector, which is more than double that of the
coastal counties. This is evidence again of the excellent highway and transportation access, including rail and port facilities,
that Salem County has to offer.

CHART 1: EMPLOYMENT COMPOSITION IN SALEM COUNTY BY THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYERS CHART 2: EMPLOYMENT COMPOSITION IN SALEM GOUNTY BY THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES
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Not surprising is the fact that agricultural employment also represents a much higher percentage of the County’s labor force
than in the other counties in the District. According to the latest (2017) Census of Agriculture, the sale of farm and agricultural
products in the County exceeded $100,000,000. Accounting for inflation, this amounts to over $127,000,000 in 2024 dollars.
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EMERGING & NEW INDUSTRIES

As seen on page 30, there are a number [ TR
of emerging industry sectors in the &
Southern New Jersey Region that will £33
augment the County’s economy. The £ 24
SMS Shortline Railroad has invested in a %
tourist line which drew over 10,000 p - zad
visitors to the County during the 2024 AR %
December holiday season alone. The \ ks
Port at Salem continues to be an
important transportation asset. The
County is working with the Army Corps _
of Engineers to target dredging of the &
port and the Salem River Channel to B
enable better access to the Delaware e
Bay. The County is in the planning stages 1
of creating a eighteen-mile bike trail b
between Salem City and Swedesboro 3 3
and engaging in numerous projects in the y ‘?,
G
oS

City of Salem to redevelop an Y
abandoned glass plant and invest in
hydrogen production.

With the increasing interest in tourism venues and new
development and redevelopment opportunities, the County is also
pursuing investment in a marketing initiative that plays on its rural
character. “More than Cows - No Bull” will bring more investment
interest to the County’s many assets and investment possibilities.
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LABOR FORCE
31,500 PERSONS (NJ DOL)

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT
29,500 (NJ DoL)

ANNUALIZED
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
9.9%o (NJ DOL)

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME
§79,790 (2024 ESRI)

POVERTY RATE
8.8%/0 (ACS 2023)

EDUCATIONAL

ATTAINMENT
81.6%0 HIGH SCHOOL OR
HIGHER (ACS 2023)

AVERAGE COMMUTER

TIMETO WORK
26.3 MINUTES (AGS 2023)
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